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Notes from Red Raccoon 

 

With spring just round the corner, perhaps you will gain new inspiration 
for your artwork. As artists, you know we must create. It is in us. It’s 
who we are. Ideas come from many places. Inspiration for a future work 
of mine came from a dream I had a couple of weeks ago….it’s strange 
how I can, once in a while, wake up and the dream image is still vivid 
in my memory. In the dream someone was commissioning me to paint a 
specific subject. (I’ll fill you in on the subject after it is in progress.) It’s 
time to take notes or sketches before I forget the idea. But I must first 
finish my paintings in progress.  
 
The January Critique with Dino Masseroni was a well-received program 
so we will do it again – in April. See note under Upcoming Meetings.  
 
We are applying for a show at Massillon Museum Studio M in 2017. It 
might be some time before we know if we are accepted because our 
proposal needs to be reviewed by a committee from the museum. When 
more information is available it will be shared with you. 
 
We are working on developing more opportunities to show our work. 
There are several in this newsletter not sponsored by CAL that you 
might be interested in.  
 
Irene Tobias Rodriguez, President  

Upcoming Meetings 

The March 16th program will feature a demonstration by Frank Dale on 
how to stretch a unprimed linen canvas. The process will include 
stretching, sizing, and priming. There will also be a demonstration of 
how you can regrind and retube paints that have gotten stiff and 
unusable. This is true of oil as well as watercolor paints. Considering the 
cost of paints this can be useful knowledge as well as money saving. The 
program will be held in room 102 after the business meeting.  
 
Art Evaluation Slated (brought back by popular demand) ─ The April 
20th CAL meeting will feature a critique and constructive evaluation by 
Dino Masseroni of all members who bring one work to be shared and 
evaluated. The meeting will start at 6 pm with a short business meeting, 
followed by the critique.  
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Other League News 

Thanks to the efforts of Nancy Michel, background information about 
our artists whose work is featured now and in the near future on the 
CAL Wall at CMA, and a sample of their work, will be shared in each 
newsletter.  
 
March Wall Artist Nan Rearick  ─ Nan is a self-taught artist who 

waited until she was in her ‘40s before she started 
actively painting. She tried out pastels for many 
years, then decided to try oils, which she 
loved.  Now she is trying her hand at acrylics.  She 
loves taking workshops when she can and is striving 
for a loser style; however, she admits that abstracts 
completely elude her. Nan has “retired” from doing 
shows and competitions and now paints purely for 
pleasure, she says, to keep the “juices” flowing. She 

has been with CAL from the beginning.  
 
April Wall Artist Claudia Mullane ─ Although she always returns to 
her first love – pure watercolor – Claudia also enjoys working with 
acrylics and some mixed media. Now, however, she’s having a blast 

print-making with her gelli 
plate!  Claudia is an elementary 
art teacher who hopes to inspire 
and encourage the young 
people she works with daily to 
lead artful lives!  She has been 
a member of CAL for years, 
having served on the board and 
as secretary. 
 

“Renewal” by Claudia Mullane  
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Deadline for next 

Newsletter is April 25, 2016 

Send your news to Rebecca 

Priest. 

Guidelines on Audience Etiquette  
 
It has happened to most of us at one time or another.  You are sitting next to 
someone listening to the program and a person near you wants to ask you a 
question or does something that normally requires you to respond. If this can be 
done quickly in whispered tones that do not distract others, there is no problem, 
but it almost never happens that way. Most often the slightest noise is 
distracting and breaks the rhythm of the speaker’s connection with members of 
the audience nearby. 
 The best solution is to solve the dilemma by minimizing the potential 
distraction while still being polite. After all, you came to enjoy the program and 
you wish to show respect for the performer. Here are three possible solutions to 
this situation which provided the least disruptions: 
Tell the person initiating the distraction that you can talk later but now you want 

to hear the performance; 
Suggest the person write a note and you will answer later; or 
If the matter is urgent, get up and take the person from the room to a place 

where you can speak privately. 
 
If you must interrupt the speaker for some reason, you can always raise your 
hand and explain your dilemma.  Courtesy is always appreciated. 
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Member & Community Art News 

Member Takes 2 HM’s in Photo Show ─ 
Congratulations to photographer Carolyn 
Jacob for receiving Honorable Mentions 
for two photos – “Iced Up” and “Petal’s 
Edge” – in the Canton Jewish Center’s 
annual Northeast Ohio Photo Contest. In 
the five years that Carolyn has entered the 
show, she has won 12 Honorable 
Mentions, two Best in Category and one 
Best in Show (2015)!  
 
 

“Petal’s Edge” by Carolyn Jacob 
 
 
About Magazine Seeking Cover Art ─ About magazine is seeking 
cover contest submissions for its annual “Arts & Culture Shock” issue 
in May. All amateur and professional artists (18 years of age or older) 
who currently live and/or work in Stark County, are eligible to submit 
a single entry (with one single piece of artwork). The deadline to 
submit is Fri., March 18. For more information and an entry form, go 
to http://www.aboutstark.com/arts-culture-shock-cover-contest-2016is 
 
Animal Kingdom Exhibition in Minerva ─ A call for artwork 
inspired by animals is out from Minerva's Market Street Art Spot. 
Creations featuring animals of all sizes with fur, feathers, fins or scales 
will be accepted in any medium, 2-D and 3-D. The deadline to enter is 
Sat., March 19th and the show runs from April 8th to May 7th.  Call 330
-868-7900 or email artspot@frontier.com with questions/concerns. 
Winter gallery hours are Fridays, 1 - 6 pm, and Saturdays, 10 am - 4 
pm. 
 
Ohio Annual Exhibition ─ The Zanesville Museum of Art celebrates 
its commitment to discovering, encouraging, and recognizing Ohio’s 
finest artists and artisans with its Ohio Annual Exhibition, now in its 
72nd year. This competitive, juried exhibition welcomes submissions 
from all Ohio artists, in all stages of their careers. In 2015, more than 
100 artists vied for the opportunity to exhibit their work at the museum 
and earn the title Best in Show. This year, the title comes with a 
$1,000 award.  
This competition is open to all artists 18 years of age and over who 
presently live in or have previously lived in the state of Ohio. All 
works must be original, completed in the last two years, and not 
previously been exhibited at the Zanesville Museum of Art.  The 
deadline to apply is April 26. For more information and entry form see 
http://www.zanesvilleart.org/exhibitions/72nd-ohio-annual-exhibition-
application. 

To learn more about CAL, visit us at…. 
Website: https://cantonartistleague.org 
Facebook Page: https://www.facebok.com/CantonArtistsLeague/ 
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/711382905597627 

Upcoming Events 

March 12 

Trinity Artists Annual Art 

Show at Trinity United 

Church of Christ 

March 13 

Trinity Artists Annual Art 

Show at Trinity United 

Church of Christ 

March 16 

CAL meeting: 

Demonstration on priming 

and stretching canvas & 

restoring dried paint 

April 20 

CAL meeting: Critique   

May 18 

CAL meeting   

June 15 

CAL meeting   

July 20 

CAL meeting   
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